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ABSTRACT '

The European Sale Shop at Fort Vanccuver, 1829-1€60, was the first
retail store in the Cregon Territory. An analysis of the stock of the store,
derived from archaelogical excavations and historical reccrds, indicates
three tentative conclusions: (1) the relative proportion of fur trade stock
was decreasing by 1840, as the increasing population of the Oregon Territory
sought more consumer-type goods; (2) the importation of English goods dominated
the stock, except for a small percentage of country-made products produced at’
Fort Vancouver and the subsidiary posts, until about 185L, when large quantities
of American-made products are bought and-stocked; and (3) technological and
cultural innovations, such as the use of matches for fire-starting in place of
flint-and-steel, can be dated in terms of their introduction into the cultural
life of the dregon Territory. Although, a more comprehensive arphaeological
synthesis is required -- to be supplemented by a more . thoréugh search of
Hudsen's Bay Company archives in London and Ottawa —- the data imply the very
largoe contribution macde to the material culture of the Orepon Terri%ory by the

European Sale Shop., )
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#these are by far the best for interpretive material on trade goods;
especially the invoices and inventories and about one out of every thres
letters has important infommation on goods.




n,,.7ent to the stores and found them filled witn the cargos of the two
ships both above and below, all in unbroken bails. They are chiefly Indians
goods and will be sent away this fall to the several different posts of the
Com. in the Ship, Neriade. Find here also every article for comfort and
durability we need, but many articles for convenience and all Fancy articles
are not here..." (Drury 1973:103)

Narcissa whitman wrote the above observations in ner diary entry of
September 16, 1836. The entry represents one of the earliest impressions
of the first retail store in the Oregon Territory, the European Sale Shop
at Fort Vancouver.

From the date of its establishment at the final location, Fort
Vancouvar had a store for the sale of personal items to Hudson's Bay
Company employees. During the early period, when there were fewﬁvisitors
who were not Comnany employees and no settlers, except for a few retired
Company employees in the Champoeg area, the Sale Shop functioned mainly
for the convenience of the firm's own gentlemen and servants, The officers
and clerks of the Company frequently ofdcred clothing, books, special food-
stuf fs, and similar luxuries directly from England, but for the men in the
lower ranks, the Sale Shop was the only available source fof the shirts and
trousers, tobaccé, pipes, eating utensils, and other items they and their

families needed to supvlement the rations dispensed by the Hudson's Bay

Conmpany .

The Sale Shop at Fort Vancouver served not only the employees at the
Columbia Dapartment headquarters depot but also those at many outlying posts,
especially Fort Walla ¥alla, Fort Colvile, Fort Okanagan, and Fort Nisqually.
Goods at those posts were largely stocked for trading with the Indians.
Gene;ally, the servants at the subsidiary posts were allowed to buy only once
a year, through written orders gent to the Fort Vancouver Sale Shop

(Hussay 1972:188),
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Mrs. Whitman's observations on the stock of the Sale Shop refléct the
dominance of the fur trade, for Hudson's Bay Company purpcses, during the
early period., During later periods, the stock of the store changed,
indicating social and cultural changes in the Oregon Territory between
1820 and 1860. The changes in the stock of the European Sale Shop for that

period, as indicated by historical and archaeological materials, is the

theme of this paper.

types of
Data from two/ sources, archaecological and historical,
are used to develop this outline of the stock of the store. The

archaeological source is the interim reports of the Fort Vancouver project
of the National Park Service, 1970-197L. As part of that project, the

Furopean Sale Shop was excavated in part, by the National Park Service in
1973 and by the Oregon Archaoological Society (under National Park Service

supervision) in 197h. The historical source is the records of Fort Nisqually,

a subsidiary pest which wasg supplied by Fort Vanccuver frem 1833 through
1852, and continued to exchanne stock with the latter fort frcm 1853 threugh
1860. Other sources, including inventories, invoices, packing lists, newspaper
advertisenents of the time, letters, and the inter;m archaecolegical reports
for other buildings excavated in the Fort Vancouver project, are also employed
to attempt a conceptual reconstruction of the stcck of the Sale Shope

Althouph the research is incomplete, awaiting the final synthesis of the
archaeclogical research at Fort Vancouver and the more systematic use of the
Hudson's Bay Comgany archives in London and Ottawa, three tené&tiv? conclusions
emerge I?om the data: (1) the relative proportion of fur trade stock was
decreasing‘by 18L0; (2) the importation of English goods dominated the stock
(the only exceptions being country-made goods) until 184, when large quantities
of American-made products are stocked; and (3) technological and cultural
innovations, such as the use of matches instead of flint and steel and the

uso of machine—cut sheet nails instead of hand-forjed nails, can be dated in

terms of their introdustinn into the cultural life of the Crepon Territory.
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1829-1633

Except for the vigit of William Fraser Tolmie, who purchased cloth for
two calico jackets and a tartan vest in 1833, little is knomn of the stock of
the Sale Shop for the early fur trade period (Hussey 1972:189). From Hudson's
Bay Company archives, it is kmown that most of the goods at Fort Vancouver
were produced and shipped from England. Buttons, for example, were purchased
from Mssrs. Scholefield and Taylor, hardware merchants of Birmingham, England,
Shipments to Fort Vancouver in 1828, 1829, and 1830, list no less than 168
gross yellow metal and white metal buttons, of 11 sfyles (Currie 1936:n.p.)

The letters of Dr. John McLoughlin, Fort Vancouver Chief Factor, indicate
a preoccupation with the fur trade and with fur trade goods during the period
(Barker 19L8). A representative list of items stocked for the fur trade
is shown as Table 1, derived from Merk(1931:172-3).

Ross (1975:425) has identified the following items as those consistently
manufactured at Fort Vancower f{rom én early period: axes, traps, adzes,
knives, household iromvare, tinware and copperwares, wrought iron and steel,
agricultural tools, horseshces, and fish spears. The above list, tased on
archaeclogical excavations of the blacksmithing arcas, could probably be
supplerented by the products of local carpenters, coopers, Wheélwrights and
other craftsmen vorking at the fort. These products, plus the imported fur

entire
trade items shown in Table 1, probably comprised the/stock of the store for

the periode

18318239
As is the case in the earlier periocd, the reccrd of a visitor is the
only direct evidence of the stock of the Sale Shop during the following
pericd., Mrs. Whitman's visit of 1836 oce2sioned the quotation which opened

the paper, She went on to describe the stcck on hand as followé:



TABLE 1

FUR TRADE GOODS STOCKED BY THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY IN THE COLUMBIA DEFARTMINT,

162L~S (Source:lerk 1931:172-3)

Awls (Indian)

Axes (Com, Half, Com. small, Sguare-headed half, Square-headed small)

Blankets (Plain:3 points, 2—1/‘ points, 2 001nta, 1-1/2 points, and 1 point;

Green:l points and 2 points; Hudson's Bay:3 points and 2-1/2 points;

Rose:$/L and 6/1:)
Balls (Musket and Trading
Beads (Sky Blue Zraneled and Transparent Canton)
Buttons (Y & W metal)
Cloth (Blue List and Comn Sc ‘rlet)
Combs (Comn Horn)
Coating Bolt (Blue, Grey and Red)
Capots (Vicolen:3-1/2 ells, 3 ells, and 2-1/2 ells)
Dags (Plain 7 inches, Eyed 8 inches, and Eyed 12 inches)
Duffles (Plue) ' : :
Files (flat 6 & 7 inches)
Files (flat 8, 9 and 10 inches)
Flints (Cun)
Guns (Con. N.W. and fine half stocked) .
Gartering
Glasses (looking oval gilt and looking pocket cased)
Gun Powder
Hats (Becaver and Comn Wool)
Hooks (Larpe cod and Small Kerby) -
Horns (Powder)
Knives (Scelping, Fcldine, and Clasp)
Kettles (brass and copper, and tin)
Needles {(aszocted)
Pistols (Cem. American and Enel. brown barrels)
Rum (reduced 1/3 pint)
Rifles (American and Znelish twist barrels)
Rings (plain brass)
Strouds (ccmn blue bd cord arnd H Ray blue bd cord)
Scissors {(women and larpe shop)
Shot (Beaver and Duck)
Tobacco (Twist and Leaf)
Thimbles (brass)
Vermiilion
Wire (Brass Collar)




The Company lets us have gcods as cheap as can be afforded

& cheaper probably than we can get then from the States. They

‘only charge us a hundred per cent more than the prime cost, or

England prices. All their goods are of the best qualiiy & will be

durable. Husband has obtained a pood/heating/stove of Mr,

_ Pambrun of W.W. & we tike up encugh sheet iron for the pipe. W
tin ware has all been made within a week past of the first rate
" block tin. I have six large milk pans, coffee & tea pots, cmdle

»sticks & molds. Covered pails & a baker ... and besides this

the blacksmiths have all been employed in making our farming

utensils & ¢ +.. There are a few deficiencies in the cloth line,

No provision is made for bedding except blankets & these

are dear. MNo sheets, nothing for shirting except striped or

calico. I have found a piece of bleach linen which I take for sheets,

the only one in the store, price.75 cents per yvard. We see now

that it was not necessary to bring anything because we find all

here (Drury 1973:213).

As Mrs, Yhitman indicates, much of the stock Sf the store is "country-
nmade", that is, maonufactured at ¥ort Vancouver or subsidiary posfs. Except
for the American rifles listed on Table 1, all of the stock of the store
was probably either "country-made" or of English origin at this time. 1In
the excavation of the hlacksnithing arcas of the Fort Vancouver compound,
Ross has noted the largze amounts of metal stock on hand (1975: ). Hussey
(1974:290-292) has inventoried the metal stock imported for manufacturing
at Fort Vancouver. The lists indicate a large emphasis on developing
fcountry~made products to supplement and probably replace tae expensive
English import products.

Table 2 tabulatees changes in the quantity and variety of selected

items at Fort Nissually from 1833-1839,

" Tt P | JRSTAY P 1SS R R A W (v Y e TR Y abe b xr: s ad P L AT TR - PRy SN,




TABLE 2

THE QUANTITY AND VARIETY (represented in pareﬂtheues by the number of types
and sizes recorded) AW SEL-CTED ARTICLES INVINTCRIED AT FORT NISQUALLY,

1833-18139

Records 1833, 183l,

Article

Beads

Blankets

Capots

juns

Sunflints

Hooks

Fire Steels
‘ Tin Kettles

(Source: Fort Nisqually

1835, 1836, 1837, 1838, and 1839)

" Unit of Quantity 1833 1834 1835 1836 1837 1838 1839

* Pounds 12,5 20 - 1 12(2) 25.5(7) 14(6)
Number 172(3)660(5)487(5)277(1)305(L)536(5)605(S)
Number L(2) 62(7) 24(5) k(L) LS(6) L7(6) 21(5)
Number 11 10 - 13 16 16 23(2)

et L3 2 125 2 L 3
cwt, 7.3(3)6(k)  5.5(3) = 3.5(3) = 2.5(3)
dozen b5 - k.25 3.5 3.5 3 -
nests 5(2) k  9(8) 20(11)1L(10)17(11)
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Although there are changes in the quantities and varieties of some
commodities (e.g. blankets, capots, and tin kettles) during the pericd, no
definite trends are evident, 1In one article, beads, there is a striking
change in varijeties stccked, reflected on the 1838 inventcry for the first
time. Vhereas the Simpscn standard of 182L-1825 had listed only two types
of beads, the sky blue enaneled and the transparent Canton, and the.1833—1837
inventories had added only one other variety, the ccnmon white, the 1638
inventory lists the follcwing:

3 1lbs. sky blue and ccm. white beads

22.% bunches of: :

cut glass chrvstal no. L beads
cut glass yellcw no, 6 beads
cut glass blue no. b bends
cut glass blue no. 6 beads

cut glass white nc, € beads

(Fort Nisqually Records 1838)

Thereafter, on Fort Nisqually in;entories, the cut glass beads join
the other varieties on the lists. There is the possibility that the Hudson's
Bay Company, alarved by what was then an apparent decline in the fur trade,
was secking new ccmnodities tc stimulate the Indian trarpers. Perhaps a
search of the Hudson's Ray Company archives wopld yield a clue to this
change in stock. |

1840-1852

Coinclding with the influx of settlers into the Cregon Territery,
swelling the population and increasing the demand for consumer goods, the
Hudson’slnay Company drastically altered and increased the stock of goods
coming into the Ruropean Sale Shop. As the fur trade orientation yielded to
8 new mercantile crientation, the stock of the store changed dramatically.
Teble 3, a list of new items, not shown on inventcries before the. date

Indicated, 11lustrates the new stock.



TABLE 3
SELECTEh“ITELS OF NZ@ STOCK, FORT NISTUALLY, 1841-1860 (Source: Fort Nisqually
Records 18bi, 1843, 18L6, 1848, 1849, 1853, 1€skL, 1855, 1656, 1857, 1856,

1859;71860). Note: American-made goods are not included (see table ).

18);1 1853
Feater candlemolds ‘ Clanronda Tartan yardage
M1k tin strainers Macduff Tartan yardage
Putty Rob Roy Tartan yardage
Hlolland twine Muslin de laine gownpieces
Brass cocks (2 sizes) : Army Blucher boots
Double bnlt padlocks
Scrubbinz brushes 185k
Masons trowels Paramatta Oxonian Coats
Pivot bolts Cachmeretta Oxonian Coats
- , Cashmeretta d'Ursay Coats
1843 Saleratus
Cast iron stove Alpaca Oxonian Ccats
Cupboard locks Brown beaver Chesterfield coasts
Japamned candle snufiers Assorted colored seed tzads
Steelyards Barleycorn teads
Maitre de Getz twine Bradded Bluchar boots
Sturgeon twine Corah China Handkerchiefs
Window glass (7x9) Brass Jews Harps
Frams for sashes ¥ens Sanguhar Hosge
Nail moulds Mourning showls
Goodsge necks for pit saw Shepheords plaid tweed trousers
Covering nails Alpaca Unbrella
0il stone
Screw drivers 1856
. Copper boring wires Thains Adamantine Candles
Mens kip bregans
18L6 Atlantic white lead
Fartherware wash hand basin Collins handled axes
Highlanl bonnets Voodscrews (376" to 2v gizes) (labeled as "Britist
Cruet stand and casters Solid Box Vice
Ring neck decanters Windsor Chairs (labeled as “British")
Riddles for tanners
Irons for tanners 1858 _
Screens for twners Alpaca Fale:ot coats ~
Alpaca Paxton coats
1818 Summeyr cloth Oxonian cozts
Blacksmith's anvil and bellows Tortoiseshell pocket conbs
Augers (3 sizes) Girls white cotton golv gloves
Cut nails - lottled soap

Spanish browsn paint
Prite metal table s»oons
ladies welt choas

Laiies welt boots
Resist chawlsg €36M)

2009
Japanned pilk hat covern
Yont hooamers

Dutch ciump oven




; complete record of his transactions at the Sale Sh

One of the customers of the Fort Vancouver Sale Shop during the 1839-1841

period was Ewing Young (1810-18L1), a trapper and sawmill operator. A

op gives an indication of

“ the stock on hand at the time (Young 1920:270-276).

Textile articles sold included blankets (3 pointg/red bar, 3 points/BB,
33 points/BR), blue flannel yardage, striped cotton shirts, blue list cloth,

common cloth capots (4 Ells, L} Ells), Indigo blue Duffle yardage, red Baize,

cold Thread, Cold Silk Tnread, Olive cord trousers, common cotton handkerchiefs,
fine printed cotton, seccnd Blue cloth, Second blue cloth Vest, Pullecutt

_ Cotton handkerchiefs, Long Worsted Hose, 9/8 Bleached Cotton, Black Silk

Threzd, no. 25 Black Silk Tnread, purple lerino, cotton shawl, fine

~ Cassimere Trousers, fine blue Cloth Jacket, Band Silk hanckerchiefs, 2d

Claret Rrown cloth, blue cormon Strouds, Regatta Cotton yardage, Waterproof
Hat, Cotton Wick, No. 26 Thread, Rowing Shirts, Long Men'é Worsted hose,
common cloth Trowsers, DK yalentia Vest, 38 inch Silk Handkerchief, Seamens
drawers, 38 inch Black Silk Haniterchief (original spelling and capitalization
retained) (Young 1920:270-276).

Metal articles sold included Ball, Stock Lock 12 inch, Flat bastard
files 1l inch, 20d Sharp Nails, Tin Kettles(No. 1, No. 2, Noe 5, No. 3),

Tin ¥ilk Tureens, Gilt Coat Buttons, M1l Saw 6 ft, Scalping Knives, Indian
Awls, 6 feet Cross Cut Saw, Cross Cut Saw Files, Clasp Knife with Driver,
Trace Chain, Small Tin Tureen, Tin funnel, and Bridle Bits (original spelling
and capitalization retained) (Young 1920:270-276).

Articles of ceramic materials and glass include Earthenware Cups and
Saucers with handles, Earthenware Deep Plates, Earthemware Yashhand Basins,
Earthenware jug 1 Qt Tamd, Stand Lamp, fruit dish (original spelling and
capitalization retained) (Young 1920:270-276).

Other curable goods included 6thd Ratline, Sea Boots, uncut pot paper,
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bone jacket buttcns, Lamp 0il, Womans Shoes, Dressing Combs, ruled

foolscap paper, Gunposder, Windsor Soap, Eoys Shoes, Ivory Combs, Gunflints,

pipes, Japd Tray (original spelling and capitalization retained) (Young

1920:270-276) .

Provisions and consumable goods include Cocoa, Hyson Tea, Congo Tea,

Twist Tobacco, Cavendish Tobacco, Loaf Sugar, Madeira Wine, Strychnine with

Phial, Twankey Tea, Coffee, Port Wine, Muscatel Raisins, and Currants
(original spelling and capitalization retained) (Young 1920:270-276)e
Apparently the scarcity of textile goods mentioned by M¥rs, Whitman was
being remedied by 1839, for the significant fact abéut the Young list is the
large number and variety of textile products. The large investment in
textile stock is explained as a responée to the demaﬁd created by the growing
population of the Cregen Territory. lMcLoughlin's fateful decision to open
the Sale Shop to settlers, discussed-elsewhere (cf Steele 1975), required a
major change in the type of stock imperted. This mercantile orientation
is similarly reflected in other retail stores in the United States at the time.
For example, the Asa Knight store, in the upper Connecticut Valley (roughly
1830-1851), had a LS% capital investment in textiles and 25% in fancy goods
(including sewing supplies, shawls, gloves, straw bonnets, shoes, and hosiery).
"The availability of inexpensive cctton textiles had largely brought to an end
hand spinning and weaving., In 18L6 Asa Knight had on hand 1688 yards of calico,
69L-2/l yards of cctton shirting, 352-3/L yards of gingham, and smaller amounts
of silk, liren, fine cotton goods, and woolens..,While the late eighteenth-
century‘American trader supplied only imported British textiles and East and
West India goods to ccmmunities in which textiles were spun and woven at heme,
his counterpart in the 1830's also offered quantities of imported and domestic
michine-made textiles and the products of many American industries® (Nylander

1975:665). This is not to overemphasize the parallels between n New
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"England store and the frontier Sale Shop, but to point up the signi ficance
of an increase in textile products at the expense of other stock.

Evidently, the stock at the European Sale Shop was not enough to satisfy
Isabslla Ross, wife of an employee at Fort Niscually. In 1839, she received
an order of 5L different types of items totaling 68 pounds, 15 shillings,
(8332.75 at the prevailing exchange rate). In addition to the usualzhousehold
items, thimbles, needles, buckles, hooks and eyes, curling irons, ad side
combs, & large number of textile items are included, including such exotic
items as 2 Mauslin de Laine drapes, 1 Sfine Oxford mixed coat, 1 sﬁper olive
riding coat, 2 pr doeskin trousers, 1 silk figured Swansdown waistcoét, 3
Chintz drepes, and 3 yards of Scotch Cambric (HFC 1839). The list, which

" 15 about 707 textile items (37 types of items), is cited to indicate another
reason for the change in stock of the Sale Shop, the increasing number of
women in the Oregon Territery after about 1839. The influx of women resulted
in a greater demand for textile goodé than was the case before 1839.

As was the case in other commodities, ready-made clothing came to the
Oregon Territory about 20 years or more after}ias offered in the settled
Atlantic seaboard cities. Clothing stores, selling ready-made clothing, first
appeared in the United States between 1813 and 1819, By 1825, the Boston
directory listed 35 clothing stores selling ready-made clothing (Cobrin 1970:20),

The population of the Oregon Territory increased significantly between
1840 and 1652 o« Fort Vahcouver officials became aware that consumer
demand dictated a fresh stock of goods at the Sale Shop. A letter of 1BL43
from Dugald Mactavish at Fort Vancouver to William Tolnie at Fort Nisqually

reflects the problems of stock:

...I felt somewhat embarrased at your demand for green
blankels sec:n that tae opportunity being prezent, thers
is little probanility of your getting thewm this ontfit.
McLoughlin tol:i me to gend no more guns as he thousht
enough had enona had gone to Fort Yisqually for this

year. Handsoas, smcoihing planes ara not Lo be found
at Vancouver d vou must po withe . The other articles
you have orden-i to be sent aroun:. » purtara to

Nisquailly...{i  rt Nisoually vecor L7 0ctober 13)
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By 18Lk, the Hudson's Bay Company was responding to the new demand for
consumer goods. The inventory for the Sale Shop for that year, reproduced in
Hussey (1972:217), shows a considerable increase in goods of a type calculated
to appeal to Oregon settlers rather than fur traders. Table U summarizes
these consumer—-oriented poods, some of them completely new to the records
of the time for the Oregon Territorye.

In addition to the change in the character of the goods, from fur
trade goods to consumer goods, the historical and archaeological record
jndicates cultural and technological changes during the 1840-1852 period,

In the 197l excavation of the Sale Shop, 7684 non-threaded fasieners were
recovered, including 3373 wrought-rod nails and 1971 machine-cut sheet nails,
Previous research by Charles H. Hibbs of the National Park Service (Hoffman
and Ross 1973) has established the temporal priority of wrought-rod to
machine-cut sheet nails. "Cut" nails (interpreted as machine-cut sheet nails)
make their first appearance in the Oregon Territory on the inventories of
Fort Vancouver for 18L}, although not in terms of a specific designation
until 1848, when a shipment from Fort Victoria to Fort Nisqually on the
steamer Beaver brings in 18-1/2 M cut nails. Thereafter, the quantities of
both wrought-rod (interpreted as including “clasp" nails, "fine drawn rose"
nails, Mshingling nails®" and all others not gpecifically designated as "cuth
nails) nails and machine~cut sheet nails increase significantly, although

the former are imported in slichtly larger quantities through 1860, Table

5 lists items which were replaced by products of a newer technology during

the period. In some instances, it is to be noted that the new item does

not entirely replace the older version, perhaps because patterns of acceptance
required time for establishing the new product, which was usually

cheuper and technically superior,



TABLE L

coxsu‘.s‘,x ~CRIENTED GOODS LISTED O THE SALE SHOP INVENTORY FOR 18hh (Hussej
1972:227-230)

Belts, Scarlet Worsted

Bombazette, black

Boxes, Japand. tin Tobacco

Boxes, Wood shaving large

Snuff Boxes

Braces, Gentlemen's leather

Brushes (hand dustiny, nail, and large paint)

Buttons (jacket/bone mountnd mother pearl jacket, Maltese, 6 other types)
Camlet, blue

Cassimere (superfine blue and superfine mixed)

Coating (white bath) - o
Combs (large Cramber horn, horn dressing, small ivory dandriff, shell braid)
Comforters (Yorsted)

Corduroy (darkx olive)

Cotton (19 tyves and sizes)

Ferrets (silk Italian)

Frocks (duck sheetine)

Garters (highland worsied)

Ginghans (Earlston fancy)

Looking Glasses (thrae tyoes)

Gloves (Gentlemens dark Kid and Ladies short Kid)

Handkerchiefs (5 types)

Hats (6 types) .

Hatcovers (oiled silk and waxed)

Hose (cotton colored half)

Leathsr (Znglish sole)

Linen (Irish and bed tickine)

¥erino (commeoen colored and superfine colored)

Mittens (worsted)

Pots (Japanned tin, 3 sizes)

Razors, paper casad

Ritbon (kdy, 6dy, 19dv, and 2hdr)

Rings (com, brass fincer and stoned brass finger)

Shirts (striped cotton and fine strined cotton)

Shirts (flannel, rqun;, and blue scrne)

Shoes (boys, pirls, infants, and womens, and five sizes of mens)
Soap (mottled, ver:table, and windsor)

Spoons (table, Britannia Mtal »able, and Brittania Metal tea)
Tobacco (Canada roll, Carrot, Irish, Leaf, and Cavindish plug)
Trousers (9 t. ves)

Vests (common blue cloth, second blue cloth, Scarlet-with sleeves)

Stationery:black inkpowder, blotting paper, ruled foolscap paper, tnick quarto

post paper, plain yellew uneat pot paper, black lead pencils, slate pencils,
slates, and narrow pink office tape
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7. TABLE 5
. CINCTS CF A NEWER TECHNOLOGY INTRCIUCED AT FCRT NISQUALLY. The date of introduction
* the newer item, which replaced or supplemented the older version, is shown in

rentheses {Source: Fort Nisqually Records 1833-1860).

0ld item New item
,ﬁrought-rod nails (as defined in Vachine-cut sheect nails (English version:
Hoffran @nd Ross 1973: ) 168483 American version:1l85k)
(»vFire steels - Matches (1&5h) |
;—"Clasp" nails and staples - Woodscrews >(18h3) -
TCandlesticks ’ Stand lamps (18L1)
;pre-Y.’elt sewn boots and shoes Welt-sewn boots and shoes (18L8B()
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1853-1860

In the early 1850's, a combination of economic factors, excessive
U.S. tariff duties after 1849, the seizure of several vessels by aggressive
U.S. Customs officials, and the competition of other merchants in the Oregon
Territory, contributed to the decline of the Hudson's Bay Company mercantile
business in the Oregon Territory. The factors contributing to this decline
have been considered at length elsewhere (Steele 1975

The decline had a strilding effect on the stock of tke Sale Shop. Befcre
1853, the stock consisted almost entirely of goods obtained in England (or
country-made goods) shipped annually directly to Fort Vancouver. After 1853,
the Hudson's Bay Company no loﬁger sent English goods directly to Oregon
Territory posts, although annual ships continued to go to Fort Vicforia, on
Vencouver Island. After 1853, the‘recbrds foer Fort gisqually demons trate
that Oregon Territery posts, including the Sale Shop at Fort Vancouver, were
supplied either from Victeria or from the firm of Allan, Lowe and Company,
15 Clay Street, San Francisco (Careless 1969:4). Thereafter, imerican-made
goods, such as the handled axes made by the Collins & Company .(New York) firm
appear on the inventories and are sold in the Sale Shop. Table shows the
new American-made goods, obtained from Allan, Lowe and Company or, in at least
one instance, directly from lem York (Steele 1975 :100).

and cultural

During this period, the stock of the store reflected social/changes in
the Oregon Territory. BRefore 185k, fire steels were frequently shown on the
inventories. Used with a special "Strike-a~light" flint, a épecially—prepared
piece of charred linen, and whatever tinder supply ‘the fire
steels vere indispensable f{ire-ctarting apparatus in the early period. After
1853, matches begin to show up on the inventories, the so-called "lucifer®
matches, kept in well-corked bottles to prevent dampness (Fort Nisqually
185h). Fire steels no lcnuof chow up on the inventories after 1853, at least

for the Sale Shups at Fort Vanccuver and Fort Nisqually, Howé@er, they are




TABLE

ANMERICAN-YADE GOODS APPEARING CN THE INVENTORIES AT FCRT NISQUALLY
(Source: Fort Nisqually Records 185, 1856, 1858)

185k

Medium  Axes

Ox Chains

Blue drill

Promm drill

Red twilled {lannel
Blue twilled {lannel
Metal head pimlets
Mincing knives

Bar lLead

Rubber (India) lezgins

Dead Locks (7 inch and S inch)

Rrass drawer locks (121)
Iron till locks (5")
Brass sloping desk
Brass padlocks (2%)
Tufted nats

Round wood matches
Woodscrew nails

Stove piping

Folding boxwood rules
Cooking stoves #5
Mens overchoes

Tacks

Veasuring taps

Bed ticking

Painted tubs
Saloratus

Ruled foolscap paper
Straw wranping pper
Seamless cotton bacs
Brass curtains (ltands)
Canal barrows

Carpernter's braces md bits

Maple Chairs (L dozen)

¥aple Arm Chairs (o dozen)
Naple rocking cnairs (& dozen)

Socket chisels

L/L/ 0il cloth
Finger grain cradles
Crindstones

185l (contined)

Hand Saws (#23)

Scythes and handles

Shovels and tongs

Shield back sofa

Martinggales (plated, various sizes)
Whips (7 types)

1856

Red Twilled flannel

Blue twilled flannel

Firmers Goupes (1/8" to 2%)
Iron Butt Hinges (assorted)
Black Jeans

Mincing knives

Plaid linseys

Boxwood Rules v
Folding handle measuring tapes

1858

Blue Mackinaw Blankets
Luckie Ornocco Tobacco
Mens Sea Boots

Narrow butt hingps (1-3/4" and 3¢)

Brass kettles
Desgsert knives and forks
Plaid Linseys

Assorted cut nails (120 kegs)

Brass bound pails
Assorted cold pails
Eagle plou;ns

steel ploushs
Points for plourhs

French winaow sianans §x10
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. still shomn on thoe invoices of goods for the outlying posts, Fort 'Colvile
and Fort Walla ¥Walla, as late as 1855 (Fort Niscqually Records 1855).
For this item, Chance(1973:38) shcws no requisition at Fort Colvile after
‘1840, although the records he cites for the period are not continuouse
- Although the diverse stock acquired during the early 1850's was
-still on hand, the records indicate that little change took place during
the last years of the 1850's. In a letter from Fort Vancouver to Fort
Nisqually in 1858, Sale Shop clerk John M, Work writes:
I have shipped on board the steamer Belle to .rour address
& small bale cortainini all the articles you ask for with the
exception of the Pererrine Lozenies, India Rubter Cape, and the
Nive of Balsam. e have none cof these articles con hand at
present, I have 2lso sent Ladies' T“hite Woollen Hose havirg no
colered. The Filct Cloth Trowsers now forvarded are lo. & is
the smallest pair we have. Perhaps you can gev them rade to
fit you. The Duffle we have at nrresent is so badly roth eaten
that it is nct worth sernding, Sheuld ycu prefer Filot Cloth
in the piece insztead of the Trowsers you had better return them

and I will cend you cloth to make a pair (Fort Nisqually
Records 1858:Cctcher 25)

-

From the correspondence, the inventories, and from the archaeclogical
record, it is evident that tre Fort Vancouver Sale Shop had taken on the
character of an Englich country store, at least in terms of stock. Table

the stock of a "small general shop" in‘England (1853) the
stock of a small store in the upper Connecticut Valley (roughly 1830-1851)
. From the 1840's
to 1860, the Sale Shop stock is roughly similar in character. Before about
1840, hovever, the Sale Shop stock contrasts sharply, emphasizing fur trade
fgoods,

If the anthropological significance of the foregoing is not apparent,
it is partly because the records cited are inccmplete. A more ccmplete and
systematic search of the Hudson's Bay Company archives in London and Ottawa
is required, to delineate the precise details of the shifts in stock sold
at the Eurcpean Sale Shop. The justification of such a search is in the

fact that the Sale Shop was the firat true retail store in the Cregon

S T ——_ N B . . V-
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. . j

- Perritory, and indeed, from 1829 to about 18L1, the only retail store in

and perishable
the area, Until about 1€L9, the vast majority of durable/goods used and

consuméd by anyore in the Oregon Territory came from the Sale Shope. A
more complete specification of the stock of the Sale Shop, historically
and archaeologically, will permit the conceptual reconstruction of the

economic, social, and cultural life of the 1829-1860 period in the Oregon

Territorye.
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